2 
A 


DISCOURSE 


SOMERSET-CHAPEL 


O N 


Fripay, February the 6", 17 56, 


Being the Day appointed for a 


GENERAL FAST. 


3 


The Rev. O HN RKI DOG EL L, A. M. 
Aſſiſtant-Preacher to the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of BAN GOR; and Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of MAR CH. 


2 


Publiſbd by particular Requeſt 


The FouR TH ED IT 10 N, Corrected. 


* — 
* 


LONDON: 


Printed for L. Dav1s and C. ReyMeRs, againſt Gray's 
Inn-Gate, Holborn ; 
And at Lord Bacon's Head in Flect-Street. 


— — — — 


(3 


Is alan xxvi. 20. 
Come my People, enter thou into tf 


3, 


Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors about 
thee : hide thyſelf, as it were for a 
little Moment, until the I. dig atio 
be overpaſs, 


HIS fine and pathetic Addreſs of 
the ſublime Prophet /a:ah, utter'd 
with a Spirit of Piety and a Vehe- 

mence peculiar to himſelf, is a ſeaſonable and 
intereſting Exhortation to a religious Seriouſ- 
neſs of Thought, which in a Time of Pub- 
lic Calamity, it may be preſumed, cannot be 
ineffectual to its Deſign. 

In this, and ſeveral preceding Chaptere of 
this admirable Book of Inſpiration, the Judg- 
ments of God upon many Nations, are repre- 
ſented, in a Style and Language calculated to 
animate the ſurviving Inhabitants of the 


World, with Fear and Reverence, and a truly 


penitent Reflection. 


The Earth mourneth and fadeth away, the 


IWerld languiſheth and fadeth away, the baughty 
People of the Earth do languiſh. 


All 


(4) 

All Toy is dar kened, and the Mirth of the 
Landis gone, 

Fear and the Pit, and the Snare are upon 
thee, O Inhabitant of the Earth. 

The Barth is utterly broken down, the Earth is 
clean diſſolved, the Earth is moved exceedingly. * 

In the Recital of Circumſtances thus full 
of Horror, to give ſo material a Concern 
its due Weight, to ſecure that Influence 
which it ought to have upon the Soul, to re- 
vive the contrite Heart, and make Imprettion 
upon the hard, and reform, it ought is capable 
of reforming, the profligate and the loſt to 
Virtue, our ſacred Monitor recommends to 
univerſal Practice, Seriouſneſs and Delibera- 
tion, and Thoughts worthy of the ſupreme 
Creator, wonderful in his Doings. 

I ſhall, therefore, recommend to you, Bre- 
thren, in the following Diſcourſe, in due Ho- 
nour to the preſent awful Solemnity, the Du- 
ty and material Advantages of that ſerious and 
devout Reflection, to which, the Words which 
I have choſen, are a tender and moſt affecti- 
onate Perſualive. 

Come, my People, enter thou into thy Chambers, 
and ſhut thy Doors about thee : hide thyſelf, as it 


were for a little Moment, until bh Indigna- 
tion be overpaſs. 


* {aiab, Chap. xxiv. 


Conſider 


BY 


Conſider theſe melancholy Events with At- 
tention, and judge of them with Candor. 
Look upon the Diſſolution of a frail World 
and its Inhabitants, with a religious Awe ; 
and dedicate the Remainder of a Life, which 
the good Providence of God is ſtill merci- 
ful to preſerve, to hopes of Heaven and Im- 
mortality, 

The natural Effect of a Conſideration of 
the Deity, is an Inclination of Heart to wor- 
ſhip him in great Humility. Where the high- 
eſt Veneration is acknowledged due, the De- 
fire to avoid giving Offence will be fervent 
in Proportion. A Son honoureth his Father 
(faith the Prophet) and a Servant his Maſter ; 
theſe are the natural, the expected Services 
which flow from ſuch intimate Connections. 
It our Engagements to Society require of us 
this Tribute of Submiſſion, if the Son doth in- 
deed acknowledge it his indiſpenſible Duty to 
Honour his Father, and the Servant his Maſ 
ter, will not our Father which is in Heaven, 
whoſe Sons and Servants we are in the moſt 
elegant Senſe of the Expreſſion, be entitled to a 
ſuperior Degree of Veneration? Why is the holy 
and reverend Name of God diſtinguiſhed in 
Scripture eminently above all Titles of human 
Pomp and Glory, but to convey to our Minds 
Ideas great and awful of divine Perfection? 
That remembering our Obligations of Re- 
? ſpect, 


ſpect, and Deference to our Superiors of every 
Degree, to the Friend, the Benefactor, the Pa- 
rent and the ſovereign Authority, we may not 
forget ungratefully that Giver and Preſerver 
of them all, which inbabiteth Eternity. Unto 
Man be ſaid, behold the Fear of the Lord that i; 
Wiſdom : That is the proper Rule of human 
Actions; that the Fountain of Life; that the firſt 
Step to the Perfection of Holineſs, Fear thus 
interpreted, is an honourable, not a fſervile 
Principle, and proceeds from filial Love and a 
religions Gratitude. 

Examine the Divine Expoſtulation of the 
good Patriarch 7oſeph under a peculiar Cir- 
cumſtance of Diſtreſs, in which the holy 
Scripture has repreſented him; ſee the Agony 
of his Mind, the ſevere Conflict between Paſ- 
ſion and Virtue. 

How can I do this great Wi ——_ , and ſin 
againſt God! + 

It was the Happineſs of this amiable Youth 
to preſerve the Remembrance of the Mercies 
of the Supreme, which lately he had experi- 
enced in the moſt diſtinguiſhed Manner, and 
the Favours of his indulgent Maſter, which 
above Expectation, had been heaped upon 
him, and from a lively Senſe of thoſe nume- 
rous Obligations, he trembled to reflect up- 
on the criminal Invitation he was oppreſſed 

+ Gen. xxxix. 9. 


with: 


CEE 


(7) 
with: o can I do this great Wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt God ? 

So generous, and ſo virtuous, and ſo be- 
nign a Principle is Religious Fear. It is the 
Beginning of Wiſdom, which diſcovers to us 
the Dignity of a good Life, which encourages 
us to purſue it with Chearfulneſs, to perſevere 
in it with Conſtancy, to finiſh it with Reſo- 
lution. To an Heart inſpired with this di- 
vine Accompliſhment, an awful Contempla- 
tion of God is always grateful; the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of his immediate Preſence ſubdues 
the infant Paſſion, abates the Love of the 
World's moſt engaging Vanities, and bows the 
Knee of the Heart unuſed to Supplication. 
Who can meditate with David, and not feel 


within himſelf a Motive, a Perſuaſive, to 
a religious Awe, the Parent of Amend- 


ment? * Whither ſhall J go then from Tux 
Spirit, or whither ſhall J go then from 1x 
Preſence ? If I climb up into Heaven, Twov 
art there; if I go down to Hell, Thou art 
there alſo. If I take the Wings of the Morning 
and remain in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea,even 
there alſo ſhall Tuy Hand lead me, and Tay 
right Hand ſhall hold me, If I ſay, peradven- 
ture, Darkneſs ſhall cover me, then ſhall my 
N1icnuT be turned to Day, For the Darkneſs 
is no Darkneſs with thee, 

* Pfalm cxxxix. 7— 12. 


Not 


(8) 

Not Thought or Language can convey 
a more awful and ſublime Idea of the e- 
ternal Mind. Allow an Argument like this, 
of the divine Omnipreſence, and it cannot 
want Efficacy to perſuade. Admit that there 
is a God, that he is actually and indeed 
conſcious of the minuteſt Actions of our 
Lives, and it is impoſſible not to be influ. 
enced by ſo glorious a Diſcovery. The ir- 
reſiſtible Effect of ſuch a Doctrine is the 
_ Converſion of the Soul; and whilſt we im- 
prove and cheriſh a Thought of fo divine a 
Nature, and do not ſuffer the World with all 
its Vanities to interrupt the ſacred Meditation 
it cannot but be that we rejoice in a Portion 
of Time well and wiſely employed, glad to 
have communed with our own Heart, and in our 
Chamber with Devotion, 

Solitude, Friend to good Thoughts, en- 
courages their happy Progreſs, gives that 
room for Improvement, and a right Under- 
ſtanding, which the Cares of Life and the Hurry 
of ſecular Affairs, and a Variety of Amuſements 
very rarely can admit of, very rarely can give 
leave even to the ſtudious Enquirer after true 
Happineſs, to look for it in that Retirement 
where it is naturally to be ſought. | 

A ſerious Reflection is in Fact the ſureſt 
Promiſe of Succeſs in all our Undertakings. 


It loſes the Advantage of no OY 
; SS, 


1 


of Improvement. It has always a View to- 
wards ſome uſeful Meditation or Deſign. It 
is diligent to collect, and artful to retain 
Knowledge, and there is ſcarcely an Appear- 
ance in Nature, or an Occurrence in Life, 
from which it does not reap immediate Be- 
nefit. 

To reflect, for Inſtance, upon the Beauty 
and Order and Variety of the natural World 
inſpires the attentive Soul with an holy Re- 


verence of God who created, of God who 
hath redeemed Mankind. 


When I conſider thy Heavens the Work of thy 
Fingers, the Moon and the Stars wh: ch thou 
haſt ordained. 

Lord, what is Man that thou art mindful of 
him, or the Son of Man that thou regardeſt 
him? 

Nor is the Converſation of the intelleFual 
| World, to a ſtudious and conſiderate Turn of 
Mind, an uninſtrutive.Leflon. The Chriſtian 
Virtues recommend themſelves; they appear 
upon a ſerious Survey, evident Objects of 
Eſteem and Admiration : The Vices and Im- 
morality of Mankind demand Averſion and 
Contempt. By the conſtant Application of 
the Mind, all Improvement is obtained, and 
gains upon it by unperceived Advances, as 
Children naturally become wiſer by the Con- 


verſation of their Inſtructors, and receive in- 
B len! ſible 


610 
ſenſible Impreſſions from almoſt every Thing 
they ſay. 

But how is it poſſible to encourage either 
Meditation on the natural World, or Conver- 
fation with the intellectual, amidſt the innu- 
merable Temptations of a corrupted Age? 
Temptations not neceſſarily obt#ruded upon 
us, by no means, zravaaable Evils, but 
courted with Eagerneſs, and admired with 
Conſtancy, and perſevered in with Rapture 
inceſſantly to our Ruin. We create Cauſes of 
Unhappineſs : We ſeek for Occaſions to com- 
plain: We lead cus ſelves into Temptation, and 
are found to multiply the Troubles of Life by 
thoſe very Expedients which were intended 
by Providence to remove them. There ſhould 
be a Time to every Purpoſe under Heaven; 
but we give up all other Conſiderations to 
the Gratification of the Paſſions only. The 
Pleaſures of the World are now the ſole 
Objects of our Attention and our Wiſhes : 
They are actually not the Amuſement, they 
are the Bu/neſs of our Lives. 

The Health impaired, the Reputation loſt, 
the Time and Subſtance unſerviceably trifled 
away, and Credit of every Sort expiring, are 
the daily and hourly Sacrifices to this ungo- 
vernable Paſſion. Encircled with innumerable 
Patterns of empty Jeſt and N 

plied, 
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plied, and affected Wit and Humour, ridiculing 


every ſerious and every graver Character, 


who, even of a good Heart, can find Oppor- 


tunities to lier" the Errors of his Life? But 
alas! how few are ever found to deſire ſuch an 


Opportunity? We are ſo far from lamenting 


our Errors, that we acknowledge none to be 
lamented. We ſee not our own peculiar Fail- 
ings. The Sin that ſo eaſily beſets us, that is, 
the favourite Vice of whatever kind it be, is the 
laſt Thing which we perceive, viſible as it is to 
the Eye of every human Creature with whom 
we converſe. The ſerious Advice there- 
fore of a friend is confeſſedly the diſagreeable 
Part of his character. It is univerſally eſteem- 
ed an unpardonable Inſtance of a ſcvere, an 
Argument of an unpolite Behaviour. In this 
refined Age, even a Parent muſt abſtain from 
ſuch a Liberty. The Youth opinionated and 
vain, diſdaining Counſel, naturally makes it 
unwelcome ; interpretes the Frowns of an 
affectionate Father for Expreſſions of Hatred 
and Ill-will : Proportions his Reſentment to 
the Opinion of the Injury which he ſuſtains ; 
determines, from that Moment, to treat the 
Rebukes of a Parent as he would do the Re- 


proaches of an Enemy: Returns Railing for 


Railing : Inſtead of- reforming his. Errors he 
defends them, and reproves his Teacher in his 
Turn. Human Vanity is indeed at the high- 


_elt Pitch to which it is capable of aſpiring. 


B 2 Draw 
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( 12 ) 

Draw the Picture exactly to the Life, place 
it judiciouſly and wiſely in the moſt ad- 
vantageous Light, that all the gazing World 
may diſtinguiſh the Original; yet if it be a diſ- 
agreeable, o a forbidding Likeneſs, no Man 
living will ever diſcover one feature of it to be 
his own. 

How can we, Brethren, how can we thus 
ſuffer our Prejudices to prevail above all the 
Advantages of natural Underſtanding, or ac- 
quired Experience? Why do we with abun- 
dant Solicitude provide Materials for the Gra- 
tification of the Senſes, taking ſmall Pains for 
the Improvement of our Minds, for the In- 
creaſe of our Faith, or the Security of our Vir- 
tue. Judge if it be not reaſonable to conclude, 
that ſerious and devout Reflection, the Pa- 
rent of a Variety of Advantages, expoſing every 
human Irregularity to the Contempt which 
it deſerves, might eminently protect the Inte- 
ority of the upright, and aſſiſt the Reformation 
of the Sinner! Might for once prevail with 
the wicked to for ſaſte his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man bis Thoughts ; the Savage and the unmer- 
ciful (in this uncommon Age of Reſentments) 
to be forgiving and humane; the Voluptuous to 
part with their Exceſſes; the Diſhoneſt and the 
Crafty with their Artifices to deceive ; might 
give to the envious a ſubmiſſive _= Mind ; 
and teach the Proud Humility. 

Of the many who are engaged in | Purſuits 

vicious 


— A 


( 13) 
vicious and irregular, ſome will be found (it is 
preſumed) not entirely abandoned, not irre- 
trievably loſt to all Hopes of Amendment. To 
theſe it may be given to profit by a Recollec- 
tion of their reſpective Errors. 

Retired from the Vanities of the World 
they may be able to judge of them more im- 
partially, to diſtinguiſh more accurately their 
Deluſion, To ſee and be convinced by a 
mature and deliberate Review, that even the 
innocent Pleaſures of Life, much more the 
lawleſs and the profane, diſappoint Expec- 


tation continually. That amidſt the bright 


Circles of the youthful and the gay, they 
have not their propoſed Effect. That being 
frequented, they loſe imperceptibly that en- 
gaging Agreeableneſs with which every i- 
ing Novelty ſurprizes, and confeſs to Experi- 
ence, that they are not that rc Good which 


they were miſtaken for, and have it not in 


their Power to afford that conſtant Spring of 
Chearfulneſs and Gaiety of Heart, which the 
thoughtleſs and the unacquainted with Man- 
kind, might expect from the Uſe of them. 
Look into the Exceſſes of the Voluptu- 


. ous; and the Chambers of the thoughtleſs; aſk 


if they were ever found to enjoy the propoſed 
Felicity; fuctuating thro' a Tide of Follics and 
Exceſs, driven by every Gale of Vanity, raſhly 
and injudicioufly /eering the frail Bark of Life 
from one dangerous Amuſement to another. 

: Too 


( 74 ) 

Too truly are they convinced by ſevere Ex- 
perience, that under the Diſguiſe of Pleaſure, 
they purſue real-Sorrow and Fatigue. Their 
Paffions and their Prejudices betray them in- 
ſenſibly into Error, as the glimmering uncer- 
tain nightly Vapour dangerouſly perverts the 
Step of the deluded Traveller. They literally 
give their Money for that which is not Bread, 


and their Labour for that which ſatisfieth not; 


they do, like the diſtempered Brain of the 
unhappy Lunatic, miſtake a broken Reed for 
a golden Sceptre, and a Circle of empty 
Straws, for an imperial Diadem. They are 


diſappointed in every Circumſtance of their 
Wiſhes. Did they look for Advantages from 


Artifices calculated to defraud ? The Fruit of 


their Labours is not the Object which it 
ſeemed to be: To uſe the Expreſſion of the 
Prophet, fine and elegant, Their Silver is become 
Dreſs. Did they make Voluptuouſneſs the 


ſole Object of their Affections? They are ut- 
terly miſtaken : Their Mine is mixed With Wa- 
fey; © 

Every Man, who is ab of Reflec- 
tion, muſt of Neceſſity, at ſome Period of 
his Life, be ſenſible of the ant of it, The 
Truth is, and it is better to diſcover it, we 
dare not reflect: It is a Pain intolerable to re- 
member thoſe Things, whereof the Conſci- 
ence is afraid. As be reaſoned * T emperance 

* Iſaiah i. 22. 


and 
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and Righteouſneſs, and Judgment to come, Felix 
TREMBLED. Þ+ Art and Ingenuity, and an Air 
of Virtue cover a Multitude of Imperfections 
from the Eye of human Obſervation, but the 


faithful Conſcience diſcovers the very Truth, 


open and undiſguiſed. The World, caught 
with exterior Appearances, may poſſibly pro- 
nounce the Libertine a happy Man, but his 
own Soul knows him to be miſerable. 
Therefore, to a vicious Mind, any Vanity 
is acceptable which may but prevent, with one 
ſeaſonable Moment'sInterruption, the Thought 


of its own Miſery and Diſhonour. 


Men naturally with to be at a Diſtance from 
thoſe whoſe juſt Demands they cannot ſatisfy, 
and are from the ſame Principle but ill diſpoſ- 
ed to look carefully into thoſe Scenes of Life, 
which they are aſhamed ever to have been 
concerned in. There needs no ſeverer Witneſs 
to teſtify againſt that unhappy Man, who hath 
on his own Heart his Accuſation written. 

The miſerable wounded Spirit flies from that 
Retirement, deſpiſes that ſerious and devout 
Reflection which alone could bring any ef- 
fectual Relief to its Inquietude, as the Sc are 
apt to diſreliſh thoſe very Things moſt, which 


in the Opinion of the ſkilful, might contri- 
| bute moſt to their Recovery. 


But whither, alas! ſhall heretire for Eaſe and 
Serenity, who hath it not within his own Mind? 
+ Acts xxiv.' 25, 
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Let Reaſon and Religion ſupply that ſeaſon- 
able Conſolation which the World cannot give, 
Let the broken and contrite Heart repoſe its 
Confidence in him, who came not to call the 
Righteous but Sinners to Repentance ; whoſe 
ſacred Office and merciful Deſign it was to re- 
deem a , and purify a corrupted World. 

To theſe are tenderly addreſſed thoſe Words 
of Comfort in Extremity, Come, my People, 
enter thou into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors 
about thee : hide thyſelf, as it were for a little 
Moment, until the Indignation be overpaſt. 

_ Whilſt any Part of Time is in our Poſleſ- 


flon, it is not utterly loſt beyond all Redemp- 


tion ; whilſt we have any Power of Reaſon 
left, we may employ it to our Advantage. 
Let us make our Time ſubſervient to our 
Reflection, and our Reflection to the Amend- 
ment of our Lives. There is no Reformation 
impoſſible to him who defireth to reform, who 
religiouſly ſolicits the' Influences of the Holy 
Spirit of God. Nor are there wanting Inſtances 
of Men, who, having been driven into various 
Degrees of Liberty and Exceſs, are at this Day, 


an Ornament and an Honour to the Commu- 


nity. 


The Pattern, my Brethren, is truly amiable, 


let us attempt to copy it: There is no room 
for Heſitation; the preſent Moment peculiarly 


demands our Concurrence, in ſo virtuous, ſo 


beneficial a Deſign, 


Does 
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Does the Wiſdom if the Legiſlature pro- 
| claim a Faſt, and call a flemn Aſſembly, in 
conſequence of a moſt tremendous Inſtance of 
the Goodneſs and Severity of God, and do we 
= aſk for Motives to a ſerious and devout Re- 
flection? Is there that Heart of Adamant fo 


utterly loſt to all Impreſſion, as not to be aft- 
tected tenderly with ſuch a complicated Scene 


of human Miſeries? What, if the common 
Decay of Nature be no Bar to our Pleaſures, 
no Interruption to our Exceiles, no Perſuaſive 
| | to our Amendment, yet here, Brethren, here is 
offered to our Obſervation a very dreadful and 
(with reſpect to the Experience of the preſent 
Age) an almoſt unexampſed Scene of Ruin. Who 
can be an unmoved Spectator of ſuch Dz/treſs of 
Nations, with Perplexity, the Sea and the Haves 
roaring, Mens Hearts failing them with Fear, 
and for looking after the Things which are com- 
ing upon Earth? Innumeradle Calamitics ! ſuch 
| as muſt be neceſſarily ſuppoſed to flow from 
ſo ſevere a Viſitation. 
|| When it is our almighty Creator's Will to 
| ſay to the Sword of the Deſtroyer, Sword, go 
| through the Land, who 1s able to abide his 
Coming ? who ſhall ſecurely enter into the Rock, 
and hide himſelf in the Dujt, for Fear of the 
Lord, and for the Terror of his Majeſty ? * 
Ye Sons of Feſtivity, ye delicate and eaſy of 
Heart, who court the Smiles of Fortune, and 
| * Iſa ah ii. 10, | 


C | give 
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give up all to Voluptuouſneſs, be for once per- 
ſuaded to ſee the eternal God in theſe. his won- 


derful Expedients, demanding all your Powers 


of Attention. When the Lord turned and 


looked upon St. Peter (fallen from his Inte- 


grity) the penitent Apoſtle was that Moment 


ſtruck with Remorſe and Anguiſh of Spirit, 
He went out and wept bitterly. And ſhall we 
not humble ourſelves, Brethren, under the 


mighty Hand of God, thus dreadfully apparent to 


the whole Chriſtian World ? The Arrow that 


flieth in Darkneſs is gone forth, and all our 
weak Endeavours reſiſt its Violence but in vain. 


The Strong is diveſted of his Strength, the 


Wiſe of his Underſtanding, and Youth and 
Beauty, and every human Excellency, in one 
unhappy Moment, of its Complexion and its 
Charms. 

Conſider with Attention a Deſtroyer 
which acknowledges no Diſtinction of Ap=- 
pointment, or Degrees of mortal Grandeur, 
whoſe Eye pities not the tender and the delicate, 
and the unacquainted with Miſery, looks not 
upon Gold and Purple with partial Admiration, 
bat executeth the Commands of Heaven with- 
out Reſpect of Perſons, from bim that ſitteth on 


a Throne of Glory, unto bim that is humbled in 


Earth and Aſhes. 


Suffer us, ye modern Unbelievers, in this 
our Day of Humiliation, to acknowledge with 


the weeping F that it 7s of the Lord's 
Miercies 


(19) 
Mercies that we are not utterly conſumed, For 
can we believe, fattering ourſelves in our own 
Sight, that theſe our afflicted Brethren were 
Sinners above all other the Inhabitants of this 
terreſtrial Globe, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
Things? Demand of our blefled Lord himſelf 
for Satisfaction in this intereſting Enquiry : 7 
tell you, nay; except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh. To ourielves let us apply the ſacred 
Inference. | 
Would Refinement of Opinion and pretended 
Freedom of Thought prevail upon us to be- 
lieve, that becauſe Effects terrible as theſe, are 


in a certain Senſe the Effects of natural Cauſes, 


they are therefore to be lightly regarded ? 
Why then do we devoutly make our Prayers to 
God, that he would in his Mercy deliver us 


from Lightning and Tempeſt, from Plague, 
_ Peſlilence and Famine, all of them no doubt the 
Effects of natural Cauſes? Nature cannot act 


but by the divine Appointment: The Arm of 
the deſtroying Angel cannot be cauſed to fall 
upon a guilty Land, but by the ſame irrever- 


| ſible Decree of the Almighty. By what Death 
ſoever it be our Lot to leave this ſublunary 
World, the Sentence muſt firſt proceed out of 


the Mouth of God. It is the fame Word of 
Power by which a Nation periſhes as an In- 
dividual, The Judgments are unſearchable, 
but they are the Judgments of God: The Ways 
are paſt finding out, but they are the Ways of 

2 the 


0 
the moſt High. x cannot but be as eafily 
poſſible to the Father of all created Beings to 
reduce the univerſal Syſtem to its original State 
of Confuſion, as to cauſe the Diſſolution of 
one of the minuteſt Creatures which exiſt. 
Let no Man decerve you with vain Words, All 
Events, believe it, or believe it not, are in the 
Hand of God. He that could create, mult of 
Neceſſity be able to deſtroy. 

Ye living Witneſſes of the wonderful Works 
of God, diſdain not to take the proper Advan- 
| tages of the melancholy Event. There need- 
| eth now no facred Hiſtory to recite, no Page 

of Scripture to produce Examples of the 

| Terrors of the Lord. It is not, awe have beard 
| with our Ears, and our Fathers have declared 
unto us; we have, as it were, ſeen it with our 

Eyes, We cannot but bear witneſs of ſo ap- 

parent an Event. The Generation which now 

is, declares it to be true, The Blood of our de- 
parted Brethren crieth from the Ground, Ye 

devoted to innumerable Vices, behold the Mi- 

ſery which awaiteth you, and flee with Pre- 
cipitancy from a Path which leadeth to inevi- 
table Ruin.“ e 
If the Effects of Cauſes io beyond Imagina- 
tion dreadful (call them natural or miraculous) 
| | can have no Intereſt in our Reformation, we 
are of all Men the moſt miſerable ; if neither the 
| | Judgments of Heaven can terrify, nor its Mer- 
cies aſſiſt to invite us to a Senſe of our Unwor- 
thineſs, 
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thineſs, good were it for us if we had never been 
born, It is to no purpoſe to talk of Days of 
Humiliation and Abſtinence, the FasT which 
Wwe have choſeh is an Abomination, and our 
Profeſſion of a ſacred Religion thus unprofi- 
table to the Amendment of our Lives, is a/toge- 
ther lighter upon the Balance than Vanity itſelf. 

Few Words ſhould be ſufficient to inſinuate 
to a Chri/tian Audience the Neceſſity of an ear- 
ly Proviſion for the momentous Concerns of 
Eternity, even though it were not at an Arti- 
cle of Time in which 7houſands fall before us, 
(great God! with what inexprefſſible Confu- 
ſion!) and ten Thouſands at our right Hand, 
Still do we flatter ourſelves with Hopes of 
length of Days and long Life, our temporal Con- 
cerns unſettled, our eternal, unprovided for, 
Fair, and beautiful, and populous is this re- 
nowned Metropolis, fo was that great and 
opulent City, in which now eis ſeen Deſolation, 
and its Gate is ſmitten with Deſtruction. 

Are Calamities like theſe, becauſe now un- 
looked for, never to be expected: or becauſe 
they happen not in this Hour are they there- 
fore impoſſible in Nature? Is it in Confidence 
of this vain Preſumption that we truſt our diſ- 
regarded Souls to the Hazard of the laſt Extre- 
mity? That we venture raſhly to perſevere 
Days, and Months, and Years, conſecrated to 
Voluptuouſneſs, in unconcerned Security, deaf 
to the united Voices of boaſted human Reaſon 

which 
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which we over-value, and the meek Chriſtian 
Religion which we have the Hardneſs of Heart 
to deſpiſe? How juſtly are we reproached in the 
Words of the divine Jaiab, of a Ferverſity of 
Spirit which the very Brute Creation hath not 
yet deſcended to, the Ox knoweth his Owner and 


the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib, but Iſrael doth not 


note, but my People doth not conſider. Inſtead 
of the U/e of Reaſon, we labour for the Abuſe 


- of it. 


Proud in Opinion, in Argument olive 
and raſh; and by the Aſſiſtance of innumerable 
Prejudices incapable of Conviction, à great and 
learned Unbeliever hath profanely laid the Ax 
to the Root of Chriſtianity, of whoſe ſpreading 
Branches it was faid, and we (God be praiſed) 


have been educated to believe, that ander its 


Shadow we ſhall be ſafe. To ſuch a Teacher g cor- 
rupted World will for ever pay Regard, attends 
with Rapture to a vain and wicked Doctrine, 
which, treating wildly of natural Cauſes, ex- 
plains away the Providence of a God, declares 
expreſſly to the voluptuous, to the incorrigible 
Libertine, and the Blaſphemer, that there 1s no 
Eye which ſees, no Ear which hears, no Hand 
which writes bitter Things againſ| him, That 
the great Creator of the Univerſe cannot con- 
deſcend to care for mortal Man, and that the 
Sword, the avenging Sword of Heaven 1s not 


concerned in the Delli uction, though Nations 


periſh at a Blow. 
How 


( 23) 

How terrible may be the Conſequence of 
ſuch Opinions to the bleſſed Religion which 
we profeſs, Brethren, be ye the Judges. Per- 
mit me to exhort you to perſevere in the ſacred 
Faith of Chriſtianity, religiouſly to believe, in 
Oppoſition to Refinements like theſe, that he 
very Hairs of your Head are all numbered, that 
ye cannot ſuffer but by the divine Will, even in 
5 the minuteſt Article, that He who carcth for 
f the Fowl of the Air, and for the Beaſt of the Field, 


and for whatjoever walketh through the Paths 0 
| the Sea, who clotheth the vegetable World in 


ö ſuch a beautiful Attire, ſhall much more pro- 

ö tect and cheriſh the whole rational Creation. 
LEM) From Reflections ſo full of Comfort, the 
good Iſaiah, recording the Severity of the di- 


vine Reſentment, aſcribeth to God, in the ſame 
moment, Praiſe, and Glory, and Thankſgiv- 
| ing, as to the Preſerver of Men : and ſuch as 
| will be always ſeen to flow from a proper Senſe 
of the divine Providence in all its Diſpenſations. 
; In the Way of thy Judgments, O Lord, have 
t Wwe warted for thee, the Deſire of the Scul is to 
thy Name, and to the Remembrance of thee. 
With my Soul have IT deſired thee in the Night, 
yea with my Spirit within me will I ſeek thee 
early, for when thy Judgments are in the EaFth, 
the Inbabitants of the World will learn Righ- 
feouſneſs &. | 
Let us, Brethren, in Imitation of fo divine 


a Pattern, adore with Piety the juſt Decrees of 
* Iſa. xXvi. 28. . II. 2 
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Heaven. So ſhall we be ſafe under the Wings, 
under the merciful Protection of that God 8 
in the emphatical Language of the Prophet, i 

a Strength to the Needy in his Diſtreſs, a Re 
fuge from the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat ; 
ſo thall Tears of Penitence. be Tears of Joy to 
the tormented Conſcience, welcome as the re- 
freſhing Dews of Heaven to declining Vege- 
tables in the burning Heat of Summer. 

To the great Scarcher of Hearts therefore, 
let us direct the Prayer of Chrijlzan Faith; to 
Him 77 the Fervency of the Spirit, the Suppli- 
cation; to Him the Interceſſion with Groanings 
that cannot be uttered; that He will are his 
People, and give not 115 Heritage to Reproach; 
that he will be our Comfort and Protection in 
all the Dangers and Emergencies that are in- 
ſeparable from this tranſitory World; that He 
2070, go forth, in the Time of War and Tu- 
mults, with our Fleets and Armies, inſpiring 
them with Unanimity and Perſeverance to de- 
fend the ineſtimable Liberties of this imperial 
Kingdom from an ipnominious Supremacy 
and Chains of arbitrary Wa —And teach us, 
O God, to believe, and to act as if we thought, 
that the ſure and never- failing Source of na- 
tiona. Proſperity, of Peace within our Malls and 
Flenteouſneſs within our Palaces, the Security of 
Kingdoms, and the Support of T hrones, 10 5 
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